Black Pills: (Article, ‘Gone by 20407?’)
Membership is in free fall.

Declining revenues.

Aging population.

Clergy shortage.

Deteriorating infrastructure.

Social change.

White Pill:
We are a Resurrection People. We live in the Eighth Day.

“Christendom has had a series of revolutions and in each one of them Christianity has died. Christianity
has died many times and risen again; for it had a God who knew the way out of the grave.”

-- G.K. Chesterton

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-31. —see over.
It ends with the promise: “And | will show you a still more excellent way.”

For our discussion we’ll focus on verse 28, “And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in
various kinds of tongues.” Mindful that bishops and clergy fulfill the role of apostles, begin to think
about how an expanded role for Licensed Lay Ministers might dovetail into the other spiritual
appointments.



1 Corinthians 12:7-31 Rsv Revised Standard Version

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing
by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are inspired by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills.

One Body with Many Members

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say,
“Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an
eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense
of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as he chose.
191f all were a single organ, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet
one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 220n the contrary, the parts of the body which seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and those parts of the body which we think less honorable we
invest with the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater
modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior part, 25 that there may be no discord in the
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member
suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 282 And God has appointed
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then
healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all
speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

And | will show you a still more excellent way.



